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In the 1st to 15th August 2025 Edition of Osun Spring Newspaper at page 4, we published a 
news story titled “Osun 2026: We will rig Adeleke out using Police, INEC – Oyetola” which 
made uncomplimentary reference to the Minister of Marine and Blue Economy, Alhaji 
Gboyega Oyetola, the Nigeria Police Force, and the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC).
The said publication is hereby retracted in its entirety as all the defamatory statements 
contained therein which made reference to has been confirmed to be untrue.
Osun Spring have no malicious intent towards The Minister, NPF or INEC.
Hence, our decision to tender an unreserved apology and the need to publish a retraction of 
the said story.

Editor

 RETRACTION
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 I am taking this matter to the 
public domain in view of another 

kidnapping at Ora Igbomina. Closing 
down Amotekun exposes Osun 

people to serious risks. I call on the 
Inspector General of Police to unseal 
Amotekun and allow its operatives to 

secure my people across the 
grassroots.

“

EDITORIAL 



RUTH ELTON

The announcement was 
contained in a statement 
s i g n e d  b y  B a b a t u n d e 
Fanawopo, Senior Assistant 
R e g i s t r a r ,  C o r p o r a t e 
Services and Information 
Unit of the institution and 
made available to newsmen 
on Monday.

By Taofik Jimoh 

The University of Ilesa, Osun 
State has recorded a major 
breakthrough in its academic 
profile as one of its top dons, 
P r o f .  A b e l  K o l a w o l e 
Oyebamiji, has been named 
among the 2025 World Top 
2% Scientists.

Prof .  Oyebami j i ,  who 
serves as the Dean of the 
Faculty of Sciences and 
Chairman of the Committee 
o f  D e a n s ,  m a d e  t h e 
prestigious list released on 
September 19 by Stanford 
University in partnership with 
Elsevier and SCOPUS.

“The Stanford University 
ranking is one of the most 
respected benchmarks in the 
world. To have our own Prof. 
Oyebamiji listed among the 
top 2% scientists globally is 
proof of his global impact and 
a source of inspiration to 
others in the academic 
community,” Asaolu said.

R e a c t i n g ,  t h e  V i c e 
Chancel lor,  Prof.  Taiwo 
Olufemi Asaolu (PhD, FCA), 
described the feat as “a 
remarkable milestone that 
speaks volumes of Prof. 
Oyebamiji’s dedication to 
research and innovation.”

According to him, the 
recogn i t ion  i s  no t  jus t 
personal but a reflection of 
the University’s growing 
culture of academic and 
research excellence.

H e  a d d e d  t h a t  t h e 
University of Ilesa has been 
d e l i b e r a t e l y  f o s t e r i n g 

 Adeleke Has Made It Impossible For 
Apc To Ever Return -Spokesperson 

By Taofik Jimoh 

Speaking on behalf of the 
u n i o n ,  t h e  J U S U N 
Chairman, Comrade Idris 
Adeniran, said the decision 
to stay away from the 
meeting was informed by 
credible threats to the 
safety of union members.

According to Adeniran, 
“Our members received 
r e p o r t s  t h a t  s o m e 
individuals close to the 
Chief Judge were planning 
to use the meeting as a trap 
to arrest us. The heavy 
p re se n ce  o f  se cu r i t y 
personnel at the venue only 
confirmed our fears. We 
could not risk attending 
u n d e r  s u c h  t e n s e 
circumstances.”

The Judiciary Staff Union of 
Nigeria (JUSUN), Osun 
S t a t e  c h a p t e r ,  h a s 
explained why it boycotted 
t h e  p e a c e  m e e t i n g 
convened by the Nigerian 
Bar Association (NBA), 
Osogbo Branch, with the 
State Chief Judge, Justice 
Adepele Ojo, on Sunday.
The meeting, which was 

aimed at resolving the 
ongoing six-week-old strike 
that has crippled judicial 
activities across the state, 
was attended by the Chief 
Judge, four other judges, 
and senior members of the 
Bar. However, JUSUN 
rep resen ta t i ves  were 
conspicuously absent.

He alleged that a close 
associate of the Chief 
Judge had issued threats of 
a r r e s t  a h e a d  o f  t h e 
gathering, prompting fears 
among workers.

The union leader further 
a c c u s e d  t h e  N B A o f 
at tempting to use the 
meeting as a smokescreen 

Adediran disclosed 
that despite the union’s 
absence,  the Chief 
Judge had directed that 
the Judicial Service 
Commiss ion  ( JSC) 
convene on Tuesday to 
deliberate on JUSUN’s 
grievances and take 
necessary steps toward 
resolving the impasse. 
The judiciary in Osun 

Sta te  has been on 
l o c k d o w n  s i n c e 
September 2025, as 
J U S U N  w o r k e r s 
continue to demand 
i m m e d i a t e 
implementation of the 
2024/2025 promotions 
and improved welfare 
packages.

“We are aware of the 
ploy to use the Judicial 
Service Commission 
( J S C )  m e e t i n g  a s 
propaganda against our 
struggle. JUSUN will not 
return to work until there 
i s  a  g e n u i n e 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
i m p l e m e n t  s t a f f 
promotions and improve 
our welfare,” Adeniran 
said.

to compel the union to 
resume work without 
addressing i ts core 
demands on welfare, 
promotion arrears, and 
the working conditions 
of judiciary staff.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
O s o g b o  B r a n c h 
Chairman of the NBA, 
B a r r i s t e r  M a r u f 
A d e d i r a n ,  i n  a 
statement, expressed 
disappointment over 
JUSUN’s withdrawal.
H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 

meeting was intended to 
find common ground 
and end the lingering 
crisis. 

  Osun JUSUN Boyscotts 
Peace Talk With

 Chief Judge, Give 
Reasons 



Does Oyetola plan to rig?

The Osun State chapter of 
the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) has taken its 
gr ievances against  the 
Attorney General of the 
Federa t ion ,  Mr.  La tee f 
Fagbemi (SAN), and the 
Minister of Marine and Blue 
Economy, Mr. Adegboyega 
Oyetola, to the doorstep of 
international embassies and 
global rights organisations 
over what it describes as 
“deliberate disobedience” to 
a subsisting court judgment 
o n  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t 
leadership in the state.

 By Taofik Jimoh 

In a statement signed by its 
Chairman, Hon. Sunday Bisi, 
and released to the press in 

The PDP c la imed that 
d e s p i t e  c l e a r  j u d i c i a l 

“ R a t h e r  t h a n  e n s u r e 
compliance with the court 
order. Mr. Oyetola has been 
allegedly using his family ties 
with President Bola Tinubu to 
facilitate the continued illegal 
withholding of Osun’s local 
government allocations for 
over five months, an act that 
has no legal basis,” he said.

Osogbo on Monday, the 
ruling party in Osun accused 
the duo of orchestrating the 
ongoing local government 
crisis by allegedly frustrating 
the implementation of a Court 
of Appeal judgment that 
affirmed the legality of PDP-
e l e c t e d  l o c a l  c o u n c i l 
chairmen and councillors. 

“We find this development 
worrisome and an open 
t h r e a t  t o  d e m o c r a t i c 
governance. “We call on 
Western embassies and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s 
organisations to sanction 
these federal officials whose 
actions threaten the rule of 
law and the sanctity of the 
judiciary,” it said. 

pronouncements, both the 
AGF and the Blue Economy 
Minister are “insisting on 
paying local government 
funds to court-sacked APC 
chairmen,”. The party said 
the move constitutes an 
assault on constitutional 
democracy and a dangerous 
precedent in governance.

The party further urged the 

Highlighting the legal 
journey that led to the 
Court of Appeal judgment 
in favour of the PDP, the 
party noted that rather than 
uphold the law, federal 
actors have continued to 
interfere in the state’s local 
governance structure — “a 
brazen breach of Nigeria’s 
constitution and judicial 
independence.” 
The PDP also called on 

r i g h t s  g r o u p s  l i k e 
T r a n s p a r e n c y 

international community to 
impose visa bans and 
other punitive measures on 
the officials, alleging that 
their actions undermine 
democracy in Nigeria. 

International, Amnesty 
International, International 
Crisis Group, and the 
European Union, among 
o t h e r s ,  t o  o p e n 
investigations into the 
crisis and issue reports on 
w h a t  i t  c a l l e d  “ a n t i -
democratic threats in Osun 
State.” 
“We request that Osun’s 

2 0 2 6  g u b e r n a t o r i a l 
election be adopted as a 
litmus test for Nigeria’s 
2027 general elections, 
with a spotlight on the risks 
a n d  d e m o c r a t i c 
b a c k s l i d i n g  b e i n g 
orchestrated by federal 
enablers,” the statement 
said.
According to the PDP, the 

party wi l l  not  re lent  in 
escalating its protests to the 
g l o b a l  s t a g e  u n t i l  a l l 
legitimately elected local 
government officials are 
allowed to function and 
Osun’s  a l locat ions are 
released without further 
delay. 
“We will continue to petition 

r e l e v a n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
institutions until justice is 
done and democracy is 
respected in Osun State,” 
the party vowed. 
As of press time, neither the 

O ffice  o f  t he  A t t o rney 
General nor that of the 
Minister of Marine and Blue 
Economy had issued an 
official response to the 
allegations.

LG Allocations: Osun PDP Drags Oyetola, AGF Fagbemi 
to Western Embassies, Rights Groups

That context matters, because it helps the public separate performance from propaganda. The push to delegitimise 
the current administration is frequently framed as “rescue,” “reclaim,” or “correcting an error,” yet much of it reads less 
like a people-driven movement and more like a personal and party project of reversal by a former Governor who lost 
power and has never truly accepted that the electorate moved on. When political energy is invested mainly in 
returning to office, the state becomes a battleground of narratives instead of a laboratory of development. Osun 
deserves better than permanent election season.

In contrast, the Adeleke administration moved to clear deductions and outstanding components linked to the 
modulated salary period, covering specific months in 2019 and 2020, as part of efforts to close that chapter. Those 
choices are not mere optics. In a civil service-heavy state like Osun, timeliness of salary and seriousness about 
clearing inherited arrears translate into social stability, household confidence, and a calmer labour environment.

Performance, of course, is not only about money. It is also about legitimacy, empathy, and the daily feel of 
government. Adeleke’s strongest political advantage is that he has successfully recast the Osun governorship as a 
pro-people office, not as a distant power centre. That alone disrupts the older culture where citizens were expected to 
endure hardship as normal. When a government prioritises labour peace, reduces inherited fiscal burdens, and stays 
publicly accountable, it becomes harder to sell a “return at all costs” project as a moral necessity.

The question, then, is simple and democratic. If Governor Adeleke is truly failing, the opposition has a clean remedy. 
Build an alternative, persuade the people, and contest at the proper time. But if the real driver is the refusal to accept 
defeat and the impatience to regain the seat, then Osun people should name it for what it is, ambition dressed up as 
public interest. The state deserves opposition that critiques policy, not opposition that treats governance itself as a 
temporary inconvenience until power returns.

O
nly a person who is not politically attentive would pretend that much of the noise, tension, and episodic 
instability around Osun State local government is “ordinary politics.” It is, in truth, the struggle for the soul and 
direction of the state, and the unresolved ambition for power after the defeat of Oyetola.

By Pelumi Olajengbesi Esq.

Since 2022, Osun has lived with a politics that often behaves like an election that never ended. Even after the Court 
of Appeal restored Senator Ademola Adeleke’s mandate in March 2023, and the Supreme Court subsequently 
affirmed him as Governor in May 2023, the contest has continued in tone, posture, and narrative warfare.

The more inconvenient truth for that brand of politics is this. Governor Adeleke has, by many measurable signals and 
public expectations, performed beyond what even sceptics anticipated. Osun people have seen a governor who is 
visibly present, politically accessible, and unusually deliberate about projecting government as service.

Consider the most emotionally sensitive issue in Osun’s recent governance history, workers’ welfare. Under the 
previous administration, the “modulated salary” era became a defining wound in the relationship between 
government and labour, including partial payments and deductions that created a backlog of grievances.

Now to the issue of resources and borrowing, where political honesty is often in short supply. Opposition messaging 
can be dramatic, but debt and fiscal management are stubbornly factual. Osun’s debt profile has been at the centre of 
public debate, and the current administration has tied part of its legitimacy to demonstrating restraint and reducing 
inherited burdens. 

For example, one widely reported account, citing Debt Management Office figures, states that Osun’s total domestic 
and foreign debt reduced from about ₦331.4 billion as at December 2022 to about ₦193.7 billion as at June 2024. 
Those figures tell an important story, not merely of spending, but of deliberate debt management and a political choice 
to stabilise rather than mortgage the future.

This is also where the comparison with the former administration becomes politically unavoidable. The Oyetola 
years were repeatedly associated in public conversation with borrowing and fiscal pressure, and the post-election 
period saw sharp controversy over whether new borrowing was taken near the end of that tenure. TheCable reported 
allegations from the Adeleke camp that an ₦18 billion facility was taken after Oyetola’s defeat, a claim that Oyetola’s 
media office publicly denied, with both sides exchanging documentation and counterclaims.

The value of recalling that episode is not to litigate it in the media, but to underline a principle. Osun people have 
grown tired of debt-driven governance arguments that are never matched with transparent, lived benefits. If the 
current administration is persuading citizens, it is partly because it has made fiscal discipline and worker welfare 
central to its public identity, and partly because Osun people remember what fiscal anxiety felt like.

This is why the Osun contest between Adeleke and Oyetola should be understood properly. It is not merely a contest 
of two men. It is a contest between two political logics. One logic says election outcomes must be respected, 
governance judged on delivery, and political competition deferred to the next legitimate cycle. The other logic keeps 
the state on edge by constantly attempting to reframe the present as illegitimate, regardless of court finality and 
regardless of visible governance efforts. Osun cannot afford the second logic if it wants to consolidate stability, attract 
investor confidence, and keep the social temperature low.

Adeleke’s administration will still be judged, rightly, by results, by roads, schools, hospitals, security collaboration, 
revenue reforms, and the integrity of public spending. But in the central argument of today’s Osun politics, one fact 
remains difficult to erase. Adeleke is popular, and his policies are popular.

Pelumi Olajengbesi is a Legal Practitioner and writes from Abuja.

Many citizens have stated clearly that Adeleke has exceeded expectations, and that Oyetola should let his 
grievances rest.

The statement reads, 
"Since assuming office, 
Governor Adeleke has 
transformed governance 
with a clear focus on 
infrastructure renewal, 
inclusive development, 
a n d  w e l f a r e - d r i v e n 
p o l i c i e s .  U n d e r  h i s 
administrat ion, Osun 

T h e  O s u n 
Commissioners’ Forum 
h a s  h e a r t i l y 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d  t h e 
Executive Governor of 
O s u n  S t a t e ,  H i s 
Exce l lency,  Sena to r 
Ademola Adeleke, on the 
occasion of his third 
anniversary in office, 
marking three remarkable 
y e a r s  o f  i m p a c t f u l 
g o v e r n a n c e  a n d 
p e o p l e – c e n t r e d 
leadership.

T h e  f o r u m  i n  a 
statement jointly signed 
by its Chairman, Aare 
G a n i y u  A y o b a m i 
Olaoluwa and Secretary, 
B a r r i s t e r  D o s u 
Babatunde Osun has 
w i t n e s s e d 
unprecedented  road 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d 
construction across all 
zones, revitalisation of 
the health sector through 
the renovation of primary 
h e a l t h c a r e  c e n t r e s , 
expansion of educational 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d 
sustained improvement in 
workers' welfare.

Adeleke Has Transformed Governance With A 
 Clear Focus - Osun Commissioners’ Forum  

S t a t e  h a s  w i t n e s s e d 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  r o a d 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d 
construction across all 
zones, revitalisation of the 
health sector through the 
renovat ion  o f  p r imary 
h e a l t h c a r e  c e n t r e s , 
expansion of educational 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d 
sustained improvement in 
w o r k e r s '  w e l f a r e  a n d 
prompt salary payments.

"Equally notable is the 
Governor’s commitment to 
rural development, digital 
i n n o v a t i o n ,  s o c i a l 
intervention programmes, 

"The Forum acknowledges 
G o v e r n o r  A d e l e k e ’ s 
distinctive leadership style 
d e fi n e d  b y  h u m i l i t y , 
accessibility, and decisive 
action. His governance 
approach continues to foster 
unity, deepen community 
engagement, and ensure 
that development reaches 
every household, aligning 
with the vision of making 
Osun a model of sustainable 
growth.

and transparency in public 
service delivery hallmarks 
t h a t  h a v e  e a r n e d  h i s 
administration widespread 
trust and admiration.

“ W e  p r a y  t h a t  G o d 
A l m i g h t y  g r a n t s  H i s 
E x c e l l e n c y  g r e a t e r 
strength, wisdom, and 
grace for the journey 
ahead."

"As Your  Excel lency 
marks this milestone, the 
Osun Commissioners’ 
F o r u m  r e a f fi r m s  i t s 
unwavering loyalty and 
readiness to continue 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 
developmental blueprint 
for a more prosperous, 
peaceful, and progressive 
Osun State.

He further noted that the 
ach ievements  o f  the 
Governor in the last three 
years in unprecedented 
a n d  h a s  m a d e  h i m 
unbeatable.

As Governor Ademola 
Adeleke of Osun State 
celebrates his third year 
anniversary in office,  the 
Speaker of the Osun State 
House of Assembly, Rt. 
Hon. Adewale Egbedun 
has  dec la red  tha t  i t 
impossible to defeat the 
G o v e r n o r  i n  t h e 
forthcoming election.

Egbedun who made this 
known to Osun Spring 
through his Chief Press 
S e c r e t a r y,  O l a m i d e 
Tiamiyu maintained that 
Governor Adeleke in the 
las t  three years  has 
surpassed the records of 
the APC administration 
put together.

"The unprecedented 
ach ievements  o f  the 
Governor has surpassed 
the twelve years of APC 
Governors put together 

H e  s a i d ,  " w i t h  t h e 
a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f 
Governor Adeleke in the 
last three years, it is 
i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  a n y 
candidate of any party to 
d e f e a t  h i m  i n  t h e 
forthcoming election.

By Sola Isola 

2026: Adeleke in 
Unbeatable - Egbedun

"Despite all the challenges 
this administration has 
faced, the Governor has 
remained focus. He has 
shown that he has the 
capacity to take Osun to the 
next level".

"Governor Adeleke has 
repositioned Osun State 
and this is something we all 
must be proud of, it is also 
the reason we must rally 
round the Governor to 
succeed till 2030.

and that has further proven 
that Governor Adeleke is 
unbeatable.
"As the Governor marks 

three years in office, the 
people of Osun should rest 
a s s u r e d  t h a t  h e  w i l l 
con t inue  to  fu l fi l l  h i s 
promises like he has done 
before, all we have to do is 
to support him.



MY DAUGHTER'S 

AILMENT AILMENT AILMENT 
inspired  
me to start this business me to start this business 
  
me to start this business 
 - Osun-based Skin and Haircare Therapist
In this interview with Tomi Lala, Osun based Skin and Haircare Therapist, Badru 
Oluwatoyin, founder of Tife Botanicals and More speaks on the motivation behind her 
business and how the business has grown above several challenges

 “I Would Have 
Started Much Earlier, 
If I Had Known”, 

Osun Based Female Painter
 And Decorator 

In this interview with Tomi Lala, Osun based Painting and Home Decoration expert, CEO of 

 Abike Luxe Living revealed how her career as a painter started, the challenges and her 
aspirations.

Osun Assembly passes 
Islamic, traditional 

marriage bills



Oyetola  Oyebamiji Ogunbiyi Omoworare

2026: Oyetola, 
Oyebamiji, Ogunbiyi,
Omoworare locks horn 
over APC ticket

Oyetola  Oyebamiji Ogunbiyi Omoworare

In this interview with 
, Osun SOLA ISOLA

State Governor, 
Senator Ademola 
Adeleke, speaks on 
his achievements in 
the last three years 
of his administration.



The Independent National 
E lec to ra l  Commiss ion 
(INEC) and the African 
Democra t i c  Congress 
(ADC) have been in war of 
words over the recent 
figures  o f  Con t inuous 
V o t e r s  R e g i s t r a t i o n 
released by INEC. 

By Sola Isola 

However ADC through its 
National Publicity Secretary 
of ADC, Bolaji Abdullahi, in a 
statement tackled INEC 
over this figure stating that 
querying  how Osun, Lagos, 
and Ogun could constitute 
over 54 per cent of all pre-
registrations nationwide.
The  ADC,  wh ich  was 

adopted by a coalition of 
some opposition leaders in 
the country to challenge 
President Bola Tinubu, said 

Osun Spring reports that 
INEC has  announced 
recently in its first week 
report of CVR that Osun 
State led with 393,269 
registrat ions (28.5 per 
cent), followed by Lagos 
(222,205; 16.1 per cent), 
Ogun (132,823; 9.6 per 
cent)  and the Federal 
Capital Territory (107,682; 
7.8 per cent).

 CVR: INEC, ADC Trade Words Over Osun Figure 

“Even at its highest point of 
polit ical mobilisation in 
2022, Osun has never 
p r o d u c e d  m o r e  t h a n 
823,124 votes cast in the 
governorship election. Now, 
by some miracle, nearly 20 
per cent of all eligible adults 
in the state have rushed to 
register. This is not just 
unusual, it is statistically 
implausible.

“Accord ing  to  INEC’s 
figures, Osun State alone 
recorded 393,269 pre-
registrations in just one 
week. To put this in context, 
Osun added only 275,815 
new voters between 2019 
and 2023, a period of four 
years. In other words, Osun 
h a s  n o w  s u p p o s e d l y 
registered more people in 
seven days than it managed 
to do in an entire electoral 
cycle of four years.

“These fantastic figures 
suggest either another 
technical “glitch” in INEC’s 
digital registration system, 
o r  a  m o r e  t r o u b l i n g 
possibility of deliberate 
manipulation of data to lay 
the ground for a more 
s in ister  agenda in the 

t he  figu res  con t rad i c t 
histor ical  patterns and 
demographic realities.

“We must be clear: the voter 
register is the foundation 
upon wh ich  the  en t i re 
electoral process rests. If the 
foundation is compromised, 
it brings the integrity of the 
elections into question. 
Nigerians still remember the 
bi t ter consequences of 
flawed vo te r  ro l l s  and 
“technical glitches” in past 
elections. Our democracy 
cannot withstand another 
one.

coming elections. In either 
case ,  INEC has  some 
explanations to give.

“The anomalies become 
even more glaring when 
viewed in the context of the 
overall registration report. 
Across the six geopolitical 
zones, the South-west alone 
accounts for 848,359 pre-
registrations, an astonishing 
67 per cent of the national 
total. By contrast, the entire 
South-east recorded just 
1,998 pre-registrations. To 
further i l lustrate,  three 
states—Osun, Lagos, and 
Ogun—make up 54.2 per 
cent of all pre-registrations in 
Nigeria, while five states 
combined—Ebonyi, Imo, 
E n u g u ,  A b i a ,  a n d 
Adamawa—barely recorded 
4,153, or 0.2 per cent, while 

t h e  e n t i r e  N o r t h - e a s t 
recorded just 6.1 per cent.
“The ADC therefore calls on 

INEC to urgently conduct 
and publish a full forensic 
audit of the first-week pre-
registration data, with a 
state-by-state breakdown of 
both physical and online 
registrations. INEC should 
also disclose the server 
logs, bandwidth distribution, 
and regional access reports 
for the registration portal 
during this period,” the 
statement noted.
I N E C  i n  a  s t a t e m e n t 

however dismissed the 
claim stating that Osun has 
always led new Voters 
Registration since 2021.
The  commiss ion  in  a 

s t a t e m e n t  b y  R o t i m i 
Oyekanmi,  chief  press 
secretary to Mahmood 
Yakubu, the INEC chairman, 
said that there is “nothing 
extraordinary” about the 
online pre-registration data.
“The  a t ten t ion  o f  the 

I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
Electoral Commission has 
been drawn to a press 
statement attributed to the 
spokesperson of a political 
party on the data published 
by the Commission on the 
online pre-registration of 

“INEC reiterated that its 
online pre-registration 
portal was launched on 
August 18, 2025, with in-
p e r s o n  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
following on August 25. 
Within the first week, 
1,379,342 Nigerians had 
pre-registered online. 
Osun State recorded the 
h i g h e s t  n u m b e r  o f 
registrants at 393,269, 
followed by Lagos State 
with 222,205 and the 
Federal Capital Territory 
with 107,682.

“ I f  t h e  p a r t y  w e r e 
p roac t i ve  enough ,  a 
simple search of past 
records already in the 
public domain would have 
revealed these facts. The 
Commission was upfront 
dur ing  the  las t  CVR 

voters.
“ I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e 

statement claimed that the 
number of pre-registrants 
in Osun State defies 
‘historical patterns and 
demographic realities.’ 
Nothing can be further 
from the truth.

“According to Oyekanmi, 
the current figures are 
consistent with data from 
I N E C ’s  2 0 2 1  o n l i n e 
registration exercise. He 
noted that within the first 
24 hours of the portal’s 
launch on June 28, 2021, 
over 59,000 accounts 
were created. By the 
second week, Osun had 
154,893 pre-registrants. 
T h a t  fi g u r e  g r e w  t o 
232,880 by the third week 
a n d  4 0 2 , 6 1 9  b y  t h e 
eleventh week. As of April 
18, 2022, Osun led all 
s t a t es  w i t h  708 ,782 
c o m p l e t e d  p r e -
registrations.
“With regard to Osun 

State, the pattern is similar 
to what occurred in June 
2 0 2 1  w h e n  t h e 
Commission launched the 
online pre-registration for 
the first time. Within the 
first 24 hours of launching 
the portal on June 28, 
2021, 59,331 accounts 
were created. By the 
second week, on July 12, 
2021, a total of 456,909 
accounts were active, with 
Osun State leading at 
154,893 pre-registrations. 
In the third week, 752,011 
p e r s o n s  h a d  p r e -
registered, and Osun 
State was at the front with 
232,880. By the eighth 
week, on August 23, 2021, 
2,215,832 persons had 
pre-registered with Osun 
State still leading with 
365,412. In the 11th week 
o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e ,  o n 
September 13, 2021, 
2,953,094 individuals had 
pre-registered, with Osun 
State still in the lead with 
402,619. By April 18, 
2022, a total of 8,271,647 
N i g e r i a n s  h a d  p r e -
registered, and Osun was 
ahead of all states with 
708,782 registrations.

exercise by releasing the 
data on a weekly basis until it 
was concluded in 2022. 
Besides, all persons who 
pre-registered online were 
required to physically visit a 
d e s i g n a t e d  c e n t r e  t o 
complete their registration 
process, during which their 
biometrics were captured.

“Throughout the last CVR 
exercise, which lasted over 
f o u r  q u a r t e r s ,  t h e 
Commission paused after 
each quarter to display the 
preliminary voters’ register 
for claims and objections, to 
e n a b l e  c i t i z e n s  d r a w 
attention to any individual not 
qualified to be on the register. 
A t  the  same t ime,  the 
Commission applied i ts 
robust Automated Biometric 
Identification System to 
detect and isolate double 
registrants.
“Oyekanmi highlighted that 

af ter the due di l igence 
carried out in the 2019 and 
2023 general elections, over 
14 million and 9.4 million new 
voters were added to the 
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r , 
respectively — bringing the 
total number of registered 
voters in 2023 to 93,469,008.

“The CPS also clarified that 
online registrants are still 
required to complete their 
registration in person, where 
biometric data is collected to 
verify identity and prevent 
double registration.

“INEC assured the public 
that it will continue to publish 
t ime ly  upda tes  on  the 
ongoing voter registration 
process and advised against 
the spread of misinformation.
“Whi le i t  is  not in the 

Commiss ion ’s  p lace to 
develop conjectures on why 
a n y  s t a t e  h a s  m o r e 
registrants than others on 
our CVR portal, our duty as a 
Commission, which we take 
seriously, is to ensure that 
only real persons, who meet 
the criteria stipulated in the 
1999 Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria 
and the Electoral Act 2022 
are allowed to register.

Osun Spring reports that 
online pre-registration for 
eligible voters started on 
August 18, 2025 and will run 
until August 30, 2026, while 
the physical (in-person) 
registration began on August 
25, 2025, and continues until 
August 30, 2026.

“The  Commiss ion  w i l l 
continue to make information 
available to the public on the 
progress of the current online 
and in-person CVR.
“We appeal to all well-

meaning ci t izens to be 
circumspect in going public 
with information based on 
sheer conjecture when they 
can rely on authentic and 
verifiable data available from 
our official repositories for 
both ongoing and historical 
record of our activities", the 
statement reads.

T h e  C o m m a n d  w h i l e 
appreciating the Federal 
Government for several 
reform in the NCoS noted 
that President Bola Tinubu 
through Minister of Interior, 
Hon Bunmi Tunji-Ojo has 
approving increment in 
f e e d i n g  a l l o w a n c e  o f 
inmates to 1,125. 
T h e  C o n t r o l l e r  o f 

By Sola Isola 

The Osun State Command 
of Niger ia Correct ional 
Services, has revealed that it 
feeds inmates with not less 
than 1.2million naira per day.

 Osun Inmates Gulps 1.2million
 Daily For Feeding 

C o r r e c t i o n s ,  O s u n 
Command, Olalekan Rotimi 
Oluwadele who made this 
known at the flag off of 
enrollment of Inmates in 
O s u n  i n t o  t h e  S t a t e 
I n s u r a n c e  S c h e m e  b y 
Governor Ademola Adeleke 
tied the amount spent on 
feed ing  to  the  cur ren t 
number of inmates in Osun 
state which stand at 1,100.
"The Federal government 

has done a lot of reforms in 
the Nigerian Correctional 
Service since the inception 
of the present administration 
led by President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu,GCFR through the 

Honourable Minister of 
Interior, Hon. Dr. Olubunmi 
Tunji-Ojo. The daily feeding 
allowance for inmates has 
been increased to N1,125", 
he said.
He no ted  fu r ther  tha t 

Correctional Services has 
also transitioned from being 
in the exclusive list to the 
concurrent list, which implies 
that both the Federal and 
S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t  i s 
responsible for its operations 
and running.
"Mr Governor, The Nigerian 

Correctional Service has 
indeed transitioned from the 
e x c l u s i v e  l i s t  t o  t h e 

concurrent list, implying that 
the  Federa l  and  S ta te 
Government now bears 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t s 
o p e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e : 
Custodial service and Non-
Custodial service", he added.
Osun Spring reports that 

the Executive Secretary, 
Osun Heal th Insurance 
A g e n c y,  D r  A k i n t u n d e 
A k i n d e l e ,  h a s  e a r l i e r 
announced that Governor 
Ade leke  had approved 
enrollment of all inmates in 
the state into OHIS adding 
that  the Governor a lso 
approved surgeries for all 
inmates with special cases.

  

Beyond Trump's Threat Message(II)

THE ROADS TO DEVELOPMENT: ADELEKE’S INFRASTRUCTURE DEVT STRIDES

OKE FIA, OSOGBO
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ILA LAGERE, ILE-IFE

"Imagine the level of suffering these people who depend on local government statutory 
allocations for the payment of their salaries would have gone through if my government had not 
stepped in to borrow from the state government to pay the salaries of these workers over the last 
almost 12 months, with the exception of traditional council salaries.

"The local government statutory allocation is the primary source for the remuneration of primary 
school teachers, nurses, and other health workers at the 332 health care centres in Osun State, all 
local government workers, the traditional councils, as well as retirees in each local government in 
Osun State.

"To be able to come up with the funds from the state government, a lot of sacrifices had to be 
made. Allowances due to senior civil servants and political appointees had to be put on hold, at 
great discomfort to these men and women, in addition to slowing down some of the state’s ongoing 
projects. We have done this because governance is, above all, about humanity, responsibility, and 

"I want to inform the good people of Osun State that those senior managers in UBA who aided and 
abetted the opening of Osun State local government accounts by people not allowed by law are 
already facing criminal prosecution before our courts.

"But as far as they are concerned, this is Nigeria, where our laws can be trampled upon without 
consequence, as long as they are allegedly breaking the law to satisfy former Governor Gboyega 
Oyetola. 

He added that the local government statutory allocation is the primary source for the 
remuneration of primary school teachers, nurses, and other health workers, all local government 
workers, the traditional councils and retirees in each local government adding that his 
administration has continued to shoulder this responsibility despite the embargo placed on fund for 
one year. 

By Sola Isola 

sun State Governor Senator Ademola Adeleke has raised alarm over what he described as 

Oan illegal hijack and diversion local government fund by APC Yes/No Chairmen.

The Governor in a statewide broadcast recently alleged former Governor Gboyega Oyetola of 
aiding the action by cornering UBA to illegally divert local government fund into individual accounts 
as well as using security operative to illegally hold down local government secretariats.

He said, "It is deeply unfortunate that former Governor Gboyega Oyetola has chosen to 
weaponize federal institutions, particularly the Nigerian Police Force. He has equally applied the 
same approach to the United Bank for Africa Plc (UBA) to impose hardship and suffering on the 
good people of Osun State through alleged illegal instructions.

"As you are aware, since February 2025, statutory allocations to Osun State local governments 
have been withheld. As of the last FAAC meeting, a total of One Hundred and Thirty Billion Naira of 
our local government funds is being illegally withheld by the Federal Government.

Attempts were made to divert those funds through accounts opened with United Bank for Africa 
(UBA) by people not authorized by law to be signatories to local government funds.

"What I do not understand is why a reputable international bank like UBA has allowed itself to be 
used to break our laws and permit people who are not recognized by law to be signatories to Osun 
State local government accounts, after it has been advised on those whom the law says can be 
signatories to these accounts.

"Can UBA wilfully break the laws of New York State or the laws of the City of London where it 
operates? The answer is a CAPITAL NO.



Speaking with newsmen 
after a training session in 
Osogbo recently, CAI4SR's 
Executive Director, Eni 
Ayen i  counse l l ed  t he 
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  a l l o w 
inclusive education by 
a d a p t i n g  m a i n s t r e a m 
schools with children with 
disabilities.
According to her, global 

advocacy for disabil i ty 
r ights  is  anchored on 
inclusion, stressing that 
persons with disabilities 
thrive better in societies 
where barriers are removed 
rather than in environments 
where they are secluded.
R e c a l l i n g  a  p r o j e c t 

undertaken by CAI4SR to 
p romote  inc lus ion  fo r 
children with disabilities, 
Ayeni noted that the existing 
schools can be adjusted to 
a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e m 
through what she described 

A non-profit organization, 
Community Advancement 
Initiative For Self-Reliance, 
CAI4SR has disclosed that 
creating schools for people 
with disabilities encourages 
s e g r e g a t i o n  a n d 
undermines their sense of 
belonging.

By Favour Odanye 

Mainstream Schools Can Be Made Inclusive, Not Segregated — Ayeni 
a s  “ r e a s o n a b l e 
ad jus tments , ”  such  as 
ramps,  and access ib le 
toilets. 
"We already have schools 

on the ground, let's make 
what we call reasonable 
adjustments so that children 
with disabilities can equally 
learn with children without 
disabilities. By doing that, 

you are giving them a sense 
of belonging", she said.
S h e  a d d e d  t h a t 

establishing special schools 
for children with disabilities 
w i l l  o n l y  r e i n f o r c e 
stereotypes and deepen 
segregation.

In the same vein, she 
lauded the domestication of  

Also speaking, a lawyer 
w i t h  t h e  J u s t i c e 
D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
P e a c e m a k e r  C e n t e r , 

the Osun State Persons 
With Disability Law but 
urged for its implementation, 
s t ress ing  tha t  w i thou t 
practical enforcement, the 
law would remain “only on 
paper”

V e r o n i c a  O n o j a , 
emphas i zed  t ha t  t he 
government has a critical 
role to play in ensuring the 
implementation of the 
policy.
Onoja identified lack of 

a w a r e n e s s  a n d  p o o r 
funding as major obstacles 
to the enforcement of the 
Osun State Disability Law, 

“If people do not know there 
is a law protecting persons 
with disabilities, they cannot 
push for its implementation", 
Onoja said.

noting that many citizens 
w e r e  u n a w a r e  o f  i t s 
existence and therefore 
u n a b l e  t o  d e m a n d  i t s 
implementation.

By Sola Isola 

T h e  O s u n  S t a t e 
Command of Nigeria 
Correctional Services, 
has revealed that it feeds 
inmates with not less 
than 1.2million naira per 
day.

The Command while 
appreciating the Federal 
Government for several 
reform in the NCoS noted 
tha t  Pres ident  Bo la 
Tinubu through Minister 
of Interior, Hon Bunmi 
Tunji-Ojo has approving 
increment in feeding 

Osun Inmates Gulps 1.2million Daily For Feeding 

T h e  C o n t r o l l e r  o f 
C o r r e c t i o n s ,  O s u n 
Command ,  O la lekan 
Rotimi Oluwadele who 
made this known at the 
flag off of enrollment of 
Inmates in Osun into the 
State Insurance Scheme 
by Governor Ademola 
Adeleke tied the amount 
spent on feeding to the 
current number of inmates 
in Osun state which stand 
at 1,100.

allowance of inmates to 
1,125.

" T h e  F e d e r a l 
government has done a lot 

Osun Spring reports by 
going by the amount per 
i n d i v i d u a l ,  N i g e r i a 
Correctional Services in 
O s u n  s p e n d s  o v e r 
1.2million to feed inmates 

of reforms in the Nigerian 
Correctional Service since 
the  incep t ion  o f  the 
present administration led 
by President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu,GCFR through the 
Honourable Minister of 
I n t e r i o r ,  H o n .  D r . 
Olubunmi Tunji-Ojo. The 
daily feeding allowance 
for inmates has been 
increased to N1,125", he 
said.

daily. 
He noted further that 

Correctional Services 
has also transitioned 
f r o m  b e i n g  i n  t h e 
exclusive l is t  to the 
concurrent list, which 
implies that both the 
F e d e r a l  a n d  S t a t e 
G o v e r n m e n t  i s 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t s 
operations and running.

" M r  G o v e r n o r, T h e 
Nigerian Correctional 
Serv ice  has  indeed 
transitioned from the 
exclusive l is t  to the 
concurrent list, implying 
that the Federal and 

State Government now 
bears responsibility for its 
operations which are: 
Custodial service and 
Non-Custodial service", 
he added.

Osun Spring reports 
t h a t  t h e  E x e c u t i v e 
Secretary, Osun Health 
Insurance Agency, Dr 
Akintunde Akindele, has 
earlier announced that 
Governor Adeleke had 
approved enrollment of 
all inmates in the state 
into OHIS adding that the 
Governor also approved 
surgeries for all inmates 
with special cases.

 NEC expressed deep 
concern over the actions 
of some members who 

violated subsisting court 
orders by organizing and 
attending a purported and 
unauthorized convention.

  

 We have scaled 
through all 

the challenges
 that has come our 

way because of 
our motive, which

 is to serve 
the people of 
Osun State.

“

“



By Oluniyi Isamotu 

P o p u l a r  N o l l y w o o d 
actor, Odunlade Adekola, 

Iwopopo Cleansing (July 
28–30): The spir i tual 
journey began with rituals 
to purify both land and 
p e o p l e ,  i n v o k i n g 
blessings and renewal.

By Taofik Jimoh 

As dawn broke on July 28, 
2025, the ancient streets 
of Osogbo reverberated 
once again with spiritual 
fervor as the Iwopopo (the 
sacred land-cleansing 
ceremony) which marks 
the official opening of the 
festival every year. 

Over the following 12 
electrifying days, locals 
and visitors experienced a 
magical fusion of tradition, 
a r t ,  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n 
capped by the grand 
procession on August 8.

Rituals, Artistry & the 
Arugba Procession

His Royal Majesty, Oba 
J i m o h  O l a n i p e k u n 
Oyetunji, Laroye II urged 
increased sponsorship to 
elevate the fest ival ’s 
impact. This highlights the 
annual festival's role in 
nurturing identity, wealth, 
and shared unity across 
Africa. 

L igh t i ng  o f  t he  Ina 
Olojumerindinlogun: A 
t r ad i t i on  s teeped  i n 
symbolism, the 500-year-
old sixteen-point lamp 
w a s  r e k i n d l e d  b y 

Osun-Osogbo Festival 2025: Gateway To Yorùbá Divinity, Spirituality
I b o r i a d e  C e r e m o n y : 

Crowns of past Ataojas were 
a s s e m b l e d  f o r  d i v i n e 
consecration, led by a circle 
of priestesses and Arugba's 
poised grace  .

custodians of culture.

Local Artisans thrill visitors, 
tourists and others through 
showcasing breathtaking 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a n d 
performances throughout 
the grove 

Grand Procession (August 
8): Under vibrant rhythms, 
t h e  A r u g b a  ( t h e 
roya l - l i neage  ma iden) 
walked the path to the 
sacred grove, carrying 
offerings to the goddess 
O s u n ,  s y m b o l i z i n g 
c o m m u n a l  h o p e s  a n d 
devotion  

Festivals like this are no 
longer just celebrations, 
they’re cultural economies. 
They are the new gold mines 
through grants, activations, 
and deliberate branding. 
These sponsors funded 
local talents and amplified 
Osogbo’s cultural footprint, 
strengthening local identity 
via national narratives.

From its dynamic opening 
to the digital buzz on social 
platforms, the 2025 edition - 
like other editions before it - 
marked a transition from 
ritual spectacle to global 
cultural platform.

Attendance spanned all 
ages and nationalities, 
with increased diasporic 
participation.

Social media campaigns 
w i t h  h a s h t a g s  l i k e 
#OsunOsogboFest ival 
trended internationally in 

late July. This signals a 
broader resonance.

The 2025 Osun-Osogbo 
Fest iva l  re inv igorated 
tradition. 

As the echoes of drums 
faded into twilight, Osogbo 
stood transformed: not just 

as a sacred site, but as a 
living, breathing emblem 
of Yoruba her i tage’s 
relevance in a modern, 
global cultural economy.

This edition reaffirmed 
that culture is currency, 
spirituality is art, and 

heritage is the heartbeat of 
identity. The river goddess 
Osun’s blessing has never 
been more visible, her story 
more expansive—flowing 
beyond borders, tribes, and 
timelines.

He made this  known 

has lost his father, 
Pastor N.A Adekola.

in a post shared on his 
Instagram page, where he 
shared a photo of his late 

father with the caption, 
“Rest on my daddy.”
Odunlade did not state 

the cause of his father's 
death.

Odunlade who was born 
and raised in Abeokuta, 
Ogun State, is one of the 
biggest names in Yoruba 
cinema.

Many described the late 
Pastor Adekola as “a 
devoted servant of God” 
and praised his legacy, 
especially within the Christ 
Apostolic Church (CAC), 
whe re  he  repo r ted l y 
served as a respected 
cleric for many years.

The announcement has 
drawn an outpouring of 
condolences from fans, 
colleagues, and followers.

Osun Born Nollywood 
Actor "MR.IBSQUARE" 
Set for his First Movie

 Production 

The Ikirun born comic 
actor that organised an 
annual comedy event 
tagged "Happy Hours" 
announced on his official 

Osun born thespian, 
Ib raheem Ib raheem 
B a l o g u n ,  p o p u l a r l y 
known as Mr.IBSquare, 
has put plans in motion to 
produce his first movie 
production in the industry 
titled "Ole Ayo"

By Oluniyi Isamotu 

Mr.IBSquare is known for 
his several sitcoms and 
movies featuring Olaniyi 
Afonja Sanyeri, late Sisi 
Q u a d r i ,  a m o n g  m a n y 
others.

social media handle that 
he's set to unveil his first 
movie production titled "Ole 
Ayo".
The movie is produced by 
him, directed by the popular 
movie director, Adebayo 
Tijani, with the script written 
by Yinka Laoye. 

Adegboye Itunuoluwa, 
popularly known as MC 
SUNSHINE, has set ball 
rolling to host the 5th 

By Oluniyi Isamotu 

MC SUNSHINE To Host 5th Anniversary 
of his Comedy Show "BASKET of LAFF”

a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  h i s 
comedy show "BASKET 
of LAFF”
The event, which is billed 

to hold on August 10th, 
2025, at the Royal Spring 

The event with the theme 
"Who is MC SUNSHINE" 
is packaged by Classic 
Entertainment and has an 

Holiday Inn will parade 
several comedians and 
pop artists 

array of tickets with the 
least category is the 
Regular- Two Thousand 
N a i r a  a n d  h i g h e s t 
category Platinum- Five 
H u n d r e d  T h o u s a n d 
Naira.

Actor Odunlade Adekola loses Dad

“

“

I want to 
urge the good 
people of Osun

 State to 
continue to 

support us and I 
promise that we 

will not disappoint 
them

“
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“  What we are doing 
in Osun is visible 
even to the blind. 

We have 
done things they 

thought were 
impossible.

“



Fayọṣe 

NEWS
Council of State Approves Tinubu’s Nominee As New INEC Chairman

• Group Asks Senate to Reject Nominee 

President Bola Ahmed 
T i n u b u  p r e s e n t e d  t h e 
nomination of Amupitan, a 
Professor of Law from the 
University of Jos, to the 
council during its meeting in 
A b u j a ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
completion of Professor 
Mahmood Yakubu’s tenure, 
which began in 2015 and 
ended in October 2025.

The National Council of 
State on Thursday gave its 
unanimous approval to the 
appointment of Professor 
Joash Ojo Amupitan (SAN) 
as the new Chairman of the 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
(INEC).

President Tinubu told the 
council that Amupitan, who 
hails from Ayetoro Gbede in 
Ijumu Local Government 
Area of Kogi State, is the first 
person from the North-
C e n t r a l  s t a t e  t o  b e 
nominated for the nation’s 
top electoral position.

He described the nominee 
as “a thoroughbred scholar 
and an apolitical individual 
with an unblemished record 
of service.”
According to the President, 

the nomination aligns with his 
administration’s commitment 
to strengthening democratic 
institutions and ensuring 
credible elections.

Following the unanimous 
endorsement by members of 
the council—which includes 
f o r m e r  p r e s i d e n t s , 
g o v e r n o r s ,  a n d  k e y 
g o v e r n m e n t 
officials—President Tinubu is 
expected to forward the 

Governor Ahmed Usman 
Ododo of Kogi State, who 
spoke during the session, 
praised the President ’s 
choice, describing Professor 
Amupitan as “a man of 
integrity whose scholarship 
and leadership in academia 
stand out.”

Amupitan, 58, is currently the 
Depu t y  V i ce -Chance l l o r 
( A d m i n i s t r a t i o n )  a t  t h e 
University of Jos, and also 
serves as the Pro-Chancellor 
and Chairman of the Governing 
C o u n c i l  o f  J o s e p h  A y o 
Babalola University, Osun 
State.

Meanwhile, the Association of 
Leg is la t i ve  Dra f t ing  and 
A d v o c a c y  P r a c t i t i o n e r s 
(ALDRAP), a professional 
body of lawyers working within 
and outside the National 
Assembly, has petitioned the 
Senate, urging it to reject the 
nomination of Professor Joash 

nominee’s name to the Senate 
for confirmation, in line with 
constitutional provisions.

A distinguished academic and 
Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
since 2014, he specializes in 
C o m p a n y  L a w,  L a w  o f 
E v i d e n c e ,  C o r p o r a t e 
Governance, and Privatisation 
Law.

Amupitan as Chairman of the 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
(INEC).

The petition was copied to 

In a letter dated October 10, 
2025, and addressed to the 
President of the Senate 
t h r o u g h  t h e  S e n a t e 
Committee on Electoral 
Matters, the association 
warned that Amupitan’s 
appointment would breach 
constitutional provisions and 
ethics of public service, citing 
“likelihood of bias, conflict of 
interest, and violation of 
statutory conduct rules.”
The petition, signed by 

ALDRAP’s Administrative 
S e c r e t a r y,  M r .  J e s s e 
W i l l i a m s  A m u g a ,  w a s 
specifically directed to the 
Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Electoral 
Matters, Senator Simon 
Lalong. “Professor Joash Amupitan, 

hav ing  served  as  lead 
counsel to the APC, cannot 

several key officials and 
d i p l o m a t i c  m i s s i o n s , 
including the President of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e 
Federation, the Director-
General of the Department of 
State Services (DSS), the 
Inspector-General of Police, 
and the Ambassadors of the 
United States, the European 
Un ion ,  and  the  Un i ted 
Kingdom.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

assoc ia t i on ,  P ro fesso r 
A m u p i t a n ’ s  p r i o r 
engagement as lead counsel 
to the Al l  Progressives 
Congress (APC) during the 
2023 presidential election 
petition at the Supreme Court 
d i s q u a l i fi e s  h i m  f r o m 
occupying the sensit ive 
position of INEC Chairman, 
w h i c h  d e m a n d s  s t r i c t 
neutrality.

It also reminded the Senate 
of its 2021 precedent in 
rejecting Lauretta Onochie’s 
nomination as INEC National 
Commiss ioner  over  her 
partisan affiliation with the 
ruling party.

perform the duties of INEC 
Chairman with the required 
impartiality. His confirmation 
would violate Section 5 of the 
Code of Conduct Bureau and 
Tribunal Act, 1991, which 
prohibits public officers from 
p l a c i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n 
situations of conflict between 
personal interest and official 
responsibility,” the statement 
read.
The group further referenced 

Section 19 of the Independent 
Corrupt Practices and Other 
Related Offences Act (2003), 
which criminalizes the use of a 
former publ ic or pr ivate 
pos i t i on  t o  ga in  undue 
advantage.

Fayọṣe 

  Gomina Adeleke  

 Tọpẹ Alabi



THE ROADS TO DEVELOPMENT: ADELEKE’S INFRASTRUCTURE DEVT STRIDES

GOV. ADELEKE RESTATES COMMITMENT TO PRIMARY HEALTH CARE UPGRADE

OKE FIA, OSOGBO

ILESHA

ILA LAGERE, ILE-IFE

PHOTOS BY  HAMKAZ PHOTOGRAPHY 
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The Rise of  Private Academies 

2nd 
Assunção
 Football 

Competition 
Edition 

Gets 
Kick-off 

Date 

Super Eagles Keeps 
Qualification Hope Alive

2026 World Cup: 

According to the Punch, 
next year’s tournament in 
Mo rocco  was  i n i t i a l l y 
p lanned to  feature 12 
nations, with qualifying 
already at its second and 
final round.

The  Con fede ra t i on  o f 
A f r i c a n  F o o t b a l l  h a s 
confirmed that the Women’s 
Africa Cup of Nations finals 
will expand from 12 to 16 
teams beginning with the 
2026 edition.

By Oluniyi Isamotu 

However, the expansion The 2020 tournament was 

WAFCON began as an 
eight-team tournament in 
1998 and maintained that 
format until the 2018 edition 
in Ghana.

means an additional round 
o f  q u a l i f y i n g  m a y  b e 
i n t r o d u c e d ,  w i t h  1 1 
remaining teams expected 
to compete for four available 
slots.
F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  a r e 

e x p e c t e d  a f t e r  C A F ’s 
e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e 
meeting, currently taking 
place in Kinshasa.

CAF has increased 
investment in women’s 
f o o t b a l l  a c r o s s  t h e 
continent, with the prize 
fund for the most recent 
edition in Morocco rising 
by 45 per cent to $3.45m.

cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
before the competition 
returned with 12 teams in 
2022.

CAF President Patrice 

Champ ions  N ige r ia 
r e c e i v e d  $ 1 m  a f t e r 
claiming a record 10th 
title.

M o t s e p e  e x p r e s s e d 
satisfaction with the growth 
of the women’s game in 
Africa, saying he remains 
committed to its continued 
development.

“Part of my starting point is 
mak ing  su re  men  and 
women are paid well and can 
make a career out of football. 
I can assure you women’s 
football will continue to 
improve because that is an 
area we are focusing on a 
lot.”

“I am pleased with the 
progress we’ve made in 
women’s African football,” 
Motsepe said.

2026 WAFCON: CAF Expands to 16 Teams

Gov Ademola Adeleke and Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola

TEXT OF A STATE BROADCAST BY H.E, THE EXECUTIVE GOVERNOR OF OSUN STATE, 
SENATOR ADEMOLA ADELEKE ON THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE ADMINISTRATION 

TODAY NOVEMBER 27th, 2025

Continued from PAGE 15
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By Oluniyi Isamotu

O
s u n  b o r n  S u p e r 
Fa lcons  cap ta in , 
Rasheedat Ajibade 

has led the Nigerian team to 
an historical win in Morocco 
at the final of Women’s Africa 
Championship. 

The Super Falcons of 
Nigeria led by the Ikirun 
native, Rasheedat Ajibade 
etched their name further into 
the annals of African football 
history by winning the 2024 
Women’s Afr ica Cup of 
N a t i o n s  ( W A F C O N ) , 
c l i nch ing  the i r  reco rd -
extending 10th continental 
title tonight, in Rabat over 
Morocco in accomplishing 
the "Mission X" set for the 
team by the Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF).

In a thri l l ing final that 
showcased their resilience, 
ski l l ,  and championship 
p e d i g r e e ,  t h e  F a l c o n s 
overcame their opponents to 
reaffirm their dominance in 
women’s football on the 
continent.

Morocco’s Atlas Lionesses 
had the full-capacity Stade 
O l y m p i q u e  d e  R a b a t 
breathing heavily after a 
s u p e r l a t i v e  o p e n i n g 
performance that saw them 
take a two-goal lead after 24 
minutes of the explosive 
encounter.

T h e  S u p e r  F a l c o n s 
thereafter came from a two 
goals down to defeat the host 
nation, Morocco by three 
goals. 

T h e  v i c t o r y  n o t  o n l y 
cements Nigeria’s position as 
Africa’s most successful 
women’s national team but 
also highlights the team’s 
r e l e n t l e s s  p u r s u i t  o f 
excellence over the years.

While congratulating the 

"Huge congratulations to 
t h e  t r i u m p h a n t  S u p e r 
Falcons players on the 
successful completion of 
Mission X—winning a record 
10th Women’s Africa Cup of 
Nations championship at the 
just concluded WAFCON 
2024 in Morocco. 

" I celebrate our own queen 

team and their captain on the 
s u c c e s s ,  O s u n  S t a t e 
Governor, Ademola Adeleke 
on his official social media 
handle @AAdeleke_01 said, 

" The triumph comes as a 
testament to the hard work of 
the players, coaching staff, 
and the Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF), who have 
continued to support the 
development of the women’s 
game desp i te  g row ing 

of the soil  and a great 
ambassador from Osun 
state, Rasheedat Ajibade 
and all the fantastic ladies 
w h o s e  h a r d w o r k  a n d 
dedication brought this glory 
to our dear nation.

N i g e r i a  c a p t a i n 
Rasheedat Ajibade was 
n a m e d  P l a y e r  o f  t h e 
Tournament, with Africa’s 
best goalkeeper for the past 
two  yea rs ,  Ch iamaka 
Nnadoz ie  was  named 
G o a l k e e p e r  o f  t h e 
Tournament, while Esther 
Okoronkwo was named 
Woman of the Match of the 

competition from emerging 
powerhouses like South 
A f r i ca ,  Mo rocco ,  and 
Zambia."

thrilling and pulsating final 
game of the competition.

At the Championship, the 
Super Falcons defeated all 
the three teams that had 
previously beaten them in 
the 2022 finals that was also 
held in Morocco.

They defeated Zambia 5-0 
in the quarter finals of this 
year competition to avenge 
for a third-place defeat they 
suffered from the Zambians 
in 2022. In the semi finals, 

they equally edged Banyana 
Banyana of South Africa who 
had equally beaten them 2-1 
in the group stage in 2022.

In the final, they defeated 
t h e  h o s t  n a t i o n ,  A t l a s 
Lionesses of Morocco that 
had previously beaten them 
on penalty shootout in the 
semi finals in 2022 edition of 
the competition while the 
team equally kept to their 
record of never losing a 
Women AFCON Final since 
the competition started.

OSUN BORN 
RASHEEDAT AJIBADE 
LEADS NIGERIA TEAM 
TO HISTORICAL WAFCON VICTORY

The final was one of the 
m o s t  c h a l l e n g i n g 
encounters for Nigeria in 
the tournament, as Mali 
came out with intensity 
and determination, eager 
t o  b r e a k  N i g e r i a ’ s 
dominance and end their 
remarkable winning run.
Despite trailing in the 

fi r s t  qua r te r  26–21 , 
D’Tigress rallied back 
w i t h  a  r e s i l i e n t 
p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h e 
second quarter, tying the 
g a m e  a t  4 1 – 4 1  b y 
halftime. From there, 
Nigeria turned up the heat 
in the third and fourth 
q u a r t e r s ,  g r a d u a l l y 
pul l ing away to seal 
victory and extend their 
winning streak at the 
A f r o B a s k e t  t o  2 9 
consecutive games, a run 
that began after the third-
place match in the 2015 

N i g e r i a ’ s  w o m e n ’ s 
b a s k e t b a l l  t e a m , 
D’Tigress, made history 
on Sunday by defeating 
Mali 78–64 to secure an 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  fi f t h 
c o n s e c u t i v e  F I B A 
Women’s AfroBasket title.

 CLINCH HISTORIC FIFTH STRAIGHT 
AFROBASKET TITLE

 D’TIGRESS 
CROWNED QUEENS 
OF AFRICA AGAIN,

Ezinne Kalu led Nigeria’s 
scoring with 20 points, while 
Victoria Macaulay added to 
t h e  t e a m ’s  fi r e p o w e r, 
combining with Okonkwo 
and Kalu for a total of 49 
points, more than half of 

edition held in Yaoundé, 
Cameroon.
With this triumph, Nigeria 

now boasts a total of seven 
AfroBasket titles, further 
cementing their status as 
Africa’s most dominant 
team in women’s basketball 
since 2015.
Te a m  c a p t a i n  A m y 

O k o n k w o  d e l i v e r e d  a 
standout performance, 
scoring 19 points, shooting 
7-of-11 from the field and 4-
of-7 from beyond the arc. 
She played the entire game 
and was deservingly named 
the 2025 FIBA Women’s 
AfroBasket Most Valuable 
Player (MVP), repeating her 
MVP win from 2023.
Okonkwo now joins an elite 

l i s t  o f  t w o - t i m e  M V P 
winners, including Mfon 
Udoka (2003, 2005), Aya 
Traore (2009, 2015), and 
Nacissela Mauricio (2011, 
2013).

Continued from PAGE BP
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CHIEF ADEDEJI 

ADELEKE
(DAVIDO’S FATHER)

MBA, PhD, & DBA

GIANT IN THE TROPIC OF AFRICA 

By Sola Isola 

"Egbedun being the representative of the people of Odo-otin is 
someone that we are all proud of and we all gave our support 
and he is doing his duty to the people of Odo-otin and traditional 
rulers.

The President of Odo-otin Traditional Council, Oba Samuel 
Abioye Oyebode, the Olokuku of Okuku have described the 
Speaker of the Osun state House of Assembly, Rt. Adewale 
Egbedun as a good representative of the Odo-otin people.
The monarch disclosed this while addressing journalists at his 

palace in Okuku, adding that the entire Odo-otin people and 
traditional rulers are proud of him not only for being a good 
representative but also for the role he is playing in the 
development of the constituency.

"To mention just a few of the things he did. He recently did an 

Egbedun is good representative -Osun Monarchs
NEWS

NEWS

 BY HIS EXCELLENCY, ASIWAJU, SENATOR (DR.) ADEMOLA 
JACKSON NURUDEEN ADELEKE ON 27TH AUGUST, 2025.

STATE BROADCAST ON THE 
34TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

THE CREATION OF OSUN STATE

What To Know About Amotekun,
Akinlalu And Osun Security Updates 
-Olawale Rasheed

In this Interview, Mallam Olawale Rasheed, Spokesperson /Special Adviser to Governor Ademola Adeleke spoke 
extensively on the Amotekun Service and general security situation in Osun State on Rave FM Frank Talk.

Continues on PAGE 15

Osun 2026: Candidates Not Parties

Oyetola  Oyebamiji Ogunbiyi OmoworareAdeleke

We go follow person 
wey don help us, 

no be party.” Teachers talk
 about leadership, 

not logo. Civil servants say, 
 “We know who treats us right.

“

“
To further confirm that their so-called tenure has expired, the APC 

chairmen and councillors approached the Federal High Court, seeking an 
extension of their expired tenure.

A few days ago, believing that these APC imposters would honour even 
their own admission that their tenure had expired, local government 
workers attempted to resume their duties.

In several filings that have become public documents in our courts, 
including the Supreme Court, their lawyers and the Attorney-General of the 
Federation admitted that these APC chairmen and councillors have no 
claim to office beyond October 22, 2025.

Illegal Tenure Elongation

That case has not been heard. But the very act of seeking an extension 
amounts to a clear admission, both in law and in fact, that whatever so-
called tenure they claimed they had had expired. Assuming, without 
conceding, that the APC chairmen and councillors had any tenure, that 
tenure expired on October 22, 2025.

It is a settled matter of law that the tenure of elected officials in Nigeria 
cannot be extended for a single day after the expiration of their tenure. The 
Supreme Court, in the case of former Governor Ladoja of Oyo State, ruled 
that the governor’s tenure could not be extended after finding in his favour 
that he was removed from office illegally for about eleven months and 
reinstating him to office.

Despite these incontrovertible legal facts, they have continued to occupy 
the local government secretariats by brute force, with police protection 
allegedly acting on the instructions of former Governor Gboyega Oyetola.

Although the police initially promised protection, many of these workers 
were instead beaten, harassed, and intimidated by a combination of armed 
police officers and APC thugs. The use of armed police officers to occupy 
local government secretariats and intimidate civil servants is a grave abuse 

For close to one year now, local government secretariats across Osun 
State have been under illegal occupation by the court-sacked APC 
chairmen and councillors, whose election was nullified by the Federal High 
Court, Osogbo, in November 2022, and affirmed by the Court of Appeal on 
10 February 2025 and again on 13 June 2025.

y dear people of Osun State, the urgent necessity to restore lawful, Mpeaceful, and effective governance at the grassroots in our state 
compels me to speak to you at this time.

Their election was struck down because it was conducted in clear 
violation of the requirements of the law.

I did not remove these APC chairmen and councillors from office. The 
court did. Since then, they have had no lawful mandate whatsoever.

Yet, in brazen contempt of the law and in repudiation of democratic 
decency, they have refused to vacate the secretariats, emboldened by the 
backing of the Nigerian Police, as allegedly instructed by former Governor 
Gboyega Oyetola.

By contrast, pursuant to subsisting court orders, the Osun State High 
Court directed the Osun State Independent Electoral Commission to 
conduct fresh local government elections.

In compliance, after giving the required 360 days’ notice, lawful local 
government elections were held on 22 February 2025, and duly elected 
chairmen and councillors were sworn in on 23 February 2025. These 
officials constitute the only lawful local government leadership in Osun 
State today.


